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straight to their opponents; while the Nejdeans, having for the
most only camels under them, are obliged to await the results.
Three or four of them are, however, on horseback, and these
naturally take the lead. A very pretty display of equestrian
skill follows, with a dropping fire of matchlocks; but the men
of Kaseem, whether from 'Oneyzah or Bereydah, understand
each other, and have made up their mind beforehand that
neither bullet nor spear-point of theirs shall hurt their country-
men. So they wheel round and round like swallows over a
lake, till the Nejdeans lose patience, and advance their whole
line. Then the warriors of Oneyzah, seeing the business take
a serious turn, and that they are likely to be immediately out-
numbered, disappear one by one among the palm-groves in
their rear, keeping a good show to the last, but putting the
trees between themselves and their foe long before the old-
fashioned guns can send a ball within reach of them. Hereon
the fray ends, for want of an enemy, and the heroes of Bereydah
amuse themselves with a sham fight and much careering and
hallooing on their way back to the town, which they enter after
about four hours' absence, with " happily no lives lost," as the
next morning paper would have it, did morning papers here
exist On their return the hidden townsmen suddenly re-
appear, and the streets are filled as usual.

Our evenings passed usually in very pleasant guise ; after
supper, invariably here and elsewhere throughout Arabia at
sunset, we would betake ourselves to the flat house-roof, along
with Aboo-'Eysa and other acquaintances from camp or town,
and there smoke and talk for hours, or listen to the call to night-
prayers from the Persian tents, sounding melodious and full
among the harsh voices of the Arabs. I know not whether any
of my readers labour under the agreeable delusion that Arabia
is a land of song; perhaps no country in the world has less
harmony to boast, unless, indeed, it be China; but I have never
had the good fortune of hearing a Chinese performer, only they
do not look musical. However, I have heard Turks, Persians,
Indians of all sorts, and negroes sing, not to mention Syrians,
Armenians, Greeks, and the like; and can bear witness to them
that one and all they far surpass the sons of Kahtan or Ismael
in this accomplishment, both for voice and ear, for instrumental
and for vocal music. Not that my friends the Arabs are of the